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( 
WHEREAS "agro forcs t ry "  i s  a sustainable management system for l and  
w h i c h  iJcreases overa l  I product ion,  combines ag r i cu l tu ra l  crops, i n c l u d i n g  
t ree crops, and forest  p lan ts  and animals simultaneously o r  sequent ia l ly ,  and 
app l ies  management pract ices w h i c h  are  compatible w i t h  the cu l tu ra l  pa t te rns  
of the local populat ion,  
WHEREAS a consort ium of countr ies,  donor  agencies, and others d i r e c t l y  
in terested (here inaf ter  re fe r red  to as the Group)  has organized to increase the 
social, economic and nu t r i t iona l  wel l -be ing of peoples of  develop ing count r ies  
th rough the promot ion o f  agro fores t ry  systems to achieve bet ter  land use in 
deve lop ing  countr ies w i thout  det r iment  to the i r  environments,  to encourage and 
suppor t  research  and t ra in ing  re levant  to agroforest ry  systems, to fac i l i ta te  the 
col lect ion and disseminat ion o f  in format ion relevant to such systems and to 
i 
I 
assist  in the in ternat ional  coord inat ion of  agroforest ry  development, 
WHEREAS the Group has proposed the establ ishment of the In te r -  
(. 
national Counc i l  for Research in Agro fo res t r y  (hereinafter re fe r red  to as the 
Counci l )  to c a r r y  out these objectives, 
WHEREAS the Group  has designated the In ternat ional  Development 
Research Cent re  (here inaf ter  re fe r red  to as the Execut ing Agency ) to ac t  as 
agent to p e r f o r m  those ac t iv i t ies  that a r e  necessary to  establ ish the Counci l ,  
i n c l u d i n g  the conclus ion of  a necessary protocol  w i t h  a host  government  to  
p r o v i d e  for the establ ishment and operat ion of the Counci l ,  0 
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AND WHEREAS the members of the Croup have requested the government 
o f  the Cooperat ive Republ ic of Guyana, the government o f  the Republ ic o f  Senegal, 
the government  of Canada and the Execut ing Agency to s i g n  the Char ter  on  the i r  
behalf, 
NOW THEREFORE the government  o f  the Cooperat ive Republ ic of Guyana, 
the government  of the Republ ic o f  Senegal, the government  of Canada and the 
Execut ing  Agency, on behal f  of the members of  the Group, a re  agreed that the 
Char te r  of the  Counci l  shal l  be  as fo l lows: 
c': 
ARTICLE I - ESTABLISHMENT AND NAME 
There  is he reby  establ ished an in ternat ional  counci l  ca l led the Internat ional  
Counci l  f o r  Research in Agro fores t ry  ( ICRAF).  
ARTICLE I I  - LOCATION 
1 .  Subject  to the  conclusion of a necessary protocol, the headquar ters  of the 
Counci l  sha l l  be in Kenya. 
2 .  The  Counc i l  may establ ish operat ional  units wherever  i t  deems necessary. 
ARTICLE Ill - LEGAL STATUS 
~ ~~~ 
1. The Counc i l  i s  an autonomous, non-prof i t ,  in ternat iona o rgan  i za t i on consis t ing 
of a Board  of Trustees appointed p u r s u a n t  to A r t i c l e  Vlll(2). 
2 .  The Counc i l  shal l  possess f u l l  j u r i d i c a l  personal i ty .  
3.  The s ignator ies  to th is  Char te r  and the members of the Group  shal l  no t  be 
responsib le ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  or  co l lect ive ly ,  for any  debts, l iab i l i t ies  or other  
ob l iga t ions  o f  the Counci l .  
4. The Counc i l ,  i t s  personnel ,  t he i r  fami l ies and dependants shal l  en joy such 
p r i v i l e g e s  and immunit ies as a re  de ta i led  in a protocol  w i t h  the host govern-  
ment s igned  w i t h  the Execut ing  Agency or any o ther  agency on behal f  of the 
C roup.  
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ARTICLE IV  - OBJECTS 
T h e  objects of the Counci l  a r e  to increase the social, economic and nut r i t iona l  
we l l -be ing  of peoples of  deve lop ing  countr ies th rough  the promot ion of agro-  
fo res t ry  systems to achieve bet ter  land use in developing countr ies w i thout  
dc t r  iment to the i  r environments,  to encourage and suppor t  research and 
training re levant  to agro fores t ry  systems, to faci l i tate the  col lect ion and d i s -  
seminat ion of informat ion re levant  to such systems and to assist in the i n t e r -  
nat ional  coord inat ion of  agro fores t ry  development, and, spec i f ica l ly :  
a) to i den t i f y  aspects o f  agro fores t ry  systems general ly,  and tree 
components in par t i cu la r ,  about w h i c h  there i s  a lack o f  know- 
ledge, and to suppor t  research  thereon; 
b) to suppor t  or  st imulate research to ident i f y  o r  improve species 
of t rees and other  forest f lo ra  and fauna that a re  underused; 
c )  to assist  in the coord inat ion of agroforest ry  research fo r  var ious 
ecolog i ca I regions; 
d) to faci l i tate the extens ion and implementation of  the resu l ts  of 
research  in agroforest ry ;  and 
e )  to encourage and suppor t  t ra in ing  in appropr ia te d isc ip l ines  w i t h  
the  aim of develop ing the research capabi l i t ies of nat ional  inst i tu t ions 
engaged i n  agro fores t ry  research. 
ARTICLE V - ACTIVITIES 
The Counc i l  shal l  under take  a l l  such act iv i t ies  as are  conducive to the 
fur therance of i t s  objects and, w i thout  l im i t i ng  the genera l i t y  of the foregoing, 
such ac t iv i t ies  may inc lude:  
the col lect ion, evaluat ion,  cataloguing and disseminat ion of in fo r -  
mat ion re levant  to agroforest ry ,  w i t h  par t i cu la r  emphasis for use 
by f i e ld  personnel ;  
the s t imulat ion of  research  re levant  to agroforest ry  by governments, 
and by nat ional  and internat ional ,  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  organizat ions 
and agencies, by un ivers i t ies ,  and by ind iv iduals ,  and the foster ing 
o f  cooperat ion in research  re levant  to agroforest ry  systems; 
the sponsor ing  of research  re levant  to agroforest ry  systems, on 
impor tan t  species of  trees and o ther  crops re levant  to such systems, 
and o n  the  harves t ing ,  p rocess ing  and market ing of agroforest ry  
p roduc ts ;  
, -1: 
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d )  the participation in the management and financing of pilot and  exper i -  
mental projects on agroforestry;  
e )  the conducting of seminars and the convening of working g r o u p s  on 
a g r o f o r e s t r y ;  
0 . the promotion of the teaching of the principles of agroforestry in 
educational systems, including the teaching of tree sciences; 
g )  the promotion of the orientation of forestry and agricultural  teaching 
towards bet ter  land use; and 
h )  the demonstration, publication and dissemination of research  resu l t s  
and  other  information on agroforestry.  
i' 
ARTICLE VI - PO\VERS 
T h e  Council ,  in fur therance of its objects may exercise  any  o r  all of the 
following powers ,  namely, the power: 
b 
a )  to suppor t  or  ass i s t  research relevant to agroforestry by govern-  
ments ,  by national and international, public and pr iva te  organizat ions 
and agencies ,  by universit ies,  and by individuals; 
C 
to es tabl ish,  maintain and operate information and other  data  centers  
fo r  activit ies relevant to its objects; 
to sponsor  o r  suppor t  working groups ,  conferences, seminars  and  
o the r  meetings, 
d )  to e n t e r  into contracts or agreements with governments,  with national 
and  international,  public and pr ivate  organizations and  agencies,  
with univers i t ies  and with individuals;  
e )  to acqu i r e  and hold real p roper ty  o r  any interest  therein and  alienate 
the same freely; 
fl to acqu i r e  and hold any personal property i'ncluding funds,  r igh ts  
a n d  concessions by donation, exchange, bequest  o r  otherwise,  from 
any  government,  organization o r  person, and to hold, administer,  
own,  operate ,  u s e  or dispose of the  same freely; 
g )  to inst i tute  legal proceedings in the country o r  count 
es tabl ishment  and  elsewhere; and  
h )  to do such  other  things a s  a re  conducive to the c a r r y  
objec ts .  
ies of i ts  
ng out of i ts  
1. 
2 .  
3 .  
4. 
5. 
6. 
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ARTICLE VI1 - FINANCE 
Without p re jud i ce  to the genera l i t y  of i t s  powers as set out in Ar t i c l e  VI, the 
p r i n c i p a l  f inanc ia l  suppor t  for  the Counci l  shal l  be derived from vo lun ta ry  
cont r ibu t ions  p rov ided  by var ious  members of the Group, by governments 
and b y n a t i o n a l  and internat ional ,  pub l i c  and p r i va te  organizat ions and 
agencies based on regu la r  estimates of  budgetary  requi rements o f  the Counci l  
as approved by the Board  of Trustees and on regu la r  repo r t s  of Counc i l  
act iv i t ies .  
ARTICLE V l l l  - STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE 
The Counc i l  shal l  operate u n d e r  the d i rec t i on  of the Director-General  and 
in accordance w i t h  po l ic ies establ ished by the Board  of  Trustees. 
Board of - Trustees  
The Board  of Trustees sha l l  consist  of no t  more than ten trustees appointed 
as  fo l lows: 
a )  one t rustee appointed by the government where the headquar ters  
i s  s i tuated; 
b )  one t rustee appointed by the Food and Agr i cu l tu re  Organizat ion of 
t h e  Un i ted  Nations (FAO); 
c )  the Di rector -Genera l  of the Counci l ;  and 
d )  up to seven trustees appointed by the Group. 
The t rustees appointed by the Group shal  I have exper ience, qual i f icat ions 
and recogn ized competence in the d isc ip l ines  re la ted to the objects o f  the 
Counci l ,  in other  na tura l  or social sciences or in administrat ion,  law o r  
finance, and  shal l  be  selected to ensure  adequate representat ion from the 
deve lop ing  countr ies.  
T h e  Di rector -Genera l  of the Counci l  sha l l  be a t rustee during his te rm of 
office as Director-General ,  b u t  shal l  n o t  b e  ent i t led to a vo te  at  meet ings 
of the B o a r d  of the Execut ive Committee. 
A l l  t rustees other  than the Di rector -Genera l  shal l  be  appointed fo r  three-  
y e a r  terms, w i t h  the except ion of the i n i t i a l  members o f  the Board, one-half 
of whom sha l l  b e  appointed fo r  two-year and one-half fo r  th ree-year  terms. 
A f te r  the appointment of the i n i t i a l  Board, any t rustee appointed by the 
Group sha l l  be  appointed by the Group in consul tat ion w i t h  the Board of 
Trustees. 
i 
0 
( .  
0 
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7. The Group sha l l  delegate to the Board of Trustees i t s  power to appoint  at 
least f i ve  t rustees. 
When the off ice of a t rustee becomes vacant during the term of the t rustee 
appointed thereto because of ret i rement,  death, incapaci ty o r  any other cause, 
o r  when the term expi res,  the p a r t y  (host government, FAO, Board or Group) 
that had the r i g h t  to appoint the t rustee to tha t  office may appoint  a t rustee 
for the remainder  of the term or for a new term, as the case may be. 
9. Trustees sha l l  be e l i g ib le  fo r  reappointment to the Board. 
10. Powers of the Board of  Trustees 
The Board  of Trustees shal l :  
8. 
---- 
f 
elect a Chai rman and a V ice-cha i rman from among i t s  membership for 
such pe r iod  or  per iods  as i t  deems appropr iate;  
appoint  the Di rector -Genera l  of the Counci l  for such pe r iod  or per iods  
as i t  deems appropr iate;  
estab l ish and adopt by- laws and ru les  of procedure for the conduct of  
i t s  meet ings and fo r  the general  governance of the Counci l ;  
determine pol ic ies for the operat ion o f  t h e  Council; 
approve the Counc i l ' s  p rog ram of w o r k  developed by the D i rec tor -  
Genera I ; 
consistent w i t h  genera l l y  recognized account ing p r inc ip les ,  estab l ish 
and adopt the genera l  gu ide l ines  for the preparat ion of regu la r  
budgetary estimates and for  the regulat ion of the f inanc ia l  a f fa i rs  of 
t he  Counc i l  general ly;  
sc r  u t i n i ze  and approve the regu la r  budgetary  estimates of the Counci  I; 
appoint  independent, external  aud i to rs  of recognized in ternat ional  
competence to conduct annual audi ts  o f  the  Counci l 's  accounts and 
f inanc ia l  transactions; and 
pub l i sh ,  w i t h i n  a reasonable time a f te r  the  terminat ion o f  each f iscal 
year ,  a r e p o r t  re la t i ng  to the act iv i t ies  of the Counci l  f o r  t h a t  year ,  
i n c l u d i n g  the f inanc ia l  statements of  the Counci l  and the aud i to rs '  
r e p o r t  thereon. 
1 1 .  Execut ive Committee of the Counci l  -- 
a )  There  sha l l  be an Execut ive Committee of :he Board of Trustees of the 
Counc i l  cons is t ing  of the Chairman, V ice-chai rman,  Di rector -Genera l  
and t w o  other t rustees annua l ly  elected tq. the Board  of Trustees.  
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b )  The Execut ive Committee shal l  have t h e  power to act for  the Board  o n  
a l l  ni i i t ters wh ich  the Board  delegates to i t .  
c )  The Cha i rman of the Board  shal l  serve  as Chai rman of the Execut ive 
Committee. 
A l l  act ions of the Execut ive Committee shal l  be repor ted to the full 
Board  at i t s  nex t  subsequent meeting. 
- 
d )  
e l  The  Execut ive Committee sha l l  meet at least twice annual ly .  
f )  Th ree  members of the Execut ive Committee present  a t  a meet ing of  
the Execut ive Committee const i tute a quorum. 
1 2 .  Other Committees -- 
The Board  sha l l  appoint  such adv isory ,  standing and other committees as i t  
c!e erns n eces s a r y  , 
1 3 .  h'.eetlngs of the Board  -_ --- 
a )  The Board  of Trustees shal l  meet at least once annual ly  
b !  The  annual  meet ing of the Board  shal l  be he ld  in the count ry  w h e r e  
the headquar ters  of the Counc i \  i s  located or  at such other place a s  
the Chairman of the Board  may designate. 
c !  Meetings other  than the annual  meet ing shal l  b e  he ld  at such t imes 
a n d  places as the Chai rman of the Board deems necessary.  
d F i v e  t rustees present  at a meet ing of t h e  Board const i tute a quorum.  
1 4 .  T!-,c D i  rector -Genera l  -- -. -_ 
a )  T h e  Di rector -Genera l  i s  appointed by the  Board as the Chief  Execut ive 
Of f i cer  of the Counc i l .  
b'i The Di rector-Genera l  sha l l  be, e x  of f ic ic,  a t rustee of  the  Board  -- 
d u r i n g  h i s  te rm as Di rector -Genera l .  
C The  Di  rector-General  sha l l  implement the pol ic ies establ ished by 
the B o a r d  and shal l  b e  responsib le  to the Board for  the operat ion 
a n d  management of  the Counc i l  a n d  for  ensur ing  that i t s  p rog rams  
and object ives are p r o p e r l y  developed and c a r r i e d  out. 
ARTICLE IX  - RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
TP,? Counci  I sha l l  estab l ish a cooperat ive rela:ionship w i th  such governments,  
na :  3 n a l  and  in ternat ional ,  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t s  organizat ions and agencies, 
an: An ivers i t ies  engaged in any a c t i v i t y  rele:ant to agroforest ry  as the  
Cc-- ,c i l  m a y  deem necessary for  the real izat::n of i t s  objects. 
> .  
,y' 
ARTICLE X -- ACCESSION 
I 
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1.  A t  the i nv i ta t i on  of  the or ig ina l  s ignator ies to the Charter,  any country ,  
Special ized Agency of the Uni ted Nations or any other internat ional  organiza- 
t ion o r i n s t i t u t i o n  may become a p a r t y  to the  Char te r  by deposi t ing an 
inst run lent  o f  accession w i t h  the Director-General  by hlarch 31 ,  1979. 
2 .  The  Di rector-Genera l  shal l  no t i f y  a l l  other s ignator ies of the Char ter  of such 
ac ce s s ion.  
ARTlCLE XI - AMENDMENTS 
1.  Subject  to paragraph ( 2 )  of th is  Ar t ic le ,  th is  C h a r t e r  may be amended at any  
meet ing of t he  Board by three-fourths major i t y  vote of a l l  vo t ing  members of 
t h e  Board,  p r o v i d e d  not ice of  such proposed amendments, together w i th  
the i r  f u l l  texts, shal l  have been mai led to a l l  members of the Board at least 
e i g h t  weeks in advance of  such meeting, unless such notice is  waived by a l l  
members of the  Board.  
I 
2 .  A n y  s u b s t a n t i v e  amendment of A r t i c l e  I V  (Objects), A r t i c l e  V (Ac t i v i t i es ) ,  
A r t i c l e  V I  ( P o w e r s ) ,  A r t i c l e  VI1 (Finance) o r  A r t i c l e  XI  (Amendments) 
ARTICLE XI1 - DISSOLUTION 
If the Board  determines by a major i t y  vote of not less than three- four ths of 
a l l  vo t ing  members, and the Group concurs,  that the objects of the Counci l  
have been sat is factor i ly  rea l ized or that  the Counci l  i s  no longer  able to func t ion  
ef fect ive ly ,  the Counci l  shal l  be d isso lved.  
1. i 
2 .  Any  land o r  interests there in  he ld  by the Counci l  and f ixed capital improve-  
ments thereon shal l ,  upon  dissolut ion,  r e v e r t  to the government of the count ry  
where  the land i s  si tuate. 
3. In case o f  d issolut ion,  the assets of the Counci l ,  o ther  than land or  in terests  
there in  a n d  f i xed  capi ta l  improvements thereon, sha l l  be d is t r ibu ted  to a n  
i ns t i t u t i on  o r  inst i tu t ions h a v i n g  purposes  s imi lar  to those of the Counci l  and 
agreed to by the Counc i l  and the government  o f  the c o u n t r y  where such assets 
a re  s i tuate,  af ter  consul tat ion by the Board  of Trustees w i t h  the Croup.  
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En foi tie quoi, les soussign&, p a r  I ' intcrrnbdiaire de leurs  r e p r b -  
scntants dbrncnt i iutorisbs ont s ign6 cette Charte. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the unders igned by the i r  duly author ized 
representat ives have executed th is  Char ter .  
A / a t  6 L f i -  e n / i n  & y c w  le/ the + jour  /day 
de/of  / % y F d  , 1 9 7 8  
/MdH 
Le Couverncment  d e  l a  Republ ique 
coopbrat ive de  Cuyane 
The  Gover6ment of the  Cooperat ive 
Republ ic of Guyana 
Le Couvcrnement de la Rbpubl i quc  
d u  S&nt.gnl of  Senegal 
The Government of the Republ ic 
! 
L e  Couvernement du Canada The GoveFnme7) of Canada 
J 
d 
A / a t  mcLT- a u / i n  c~--J!.-- le/ the 2 2" j o u r / d a y  
, 197 2.  
7 
--Y 3(- 4 
-.  I ne Internat ional  Development 
L e  Cer.:re de recherches p o u r  
le d e v e  loppement in ternat ional  Kesearch Centre 
